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ARTICLE I – RULES 
 
 1. ZERO TOLERANCE & PENALTIES 
 

1. Murray Youth Baseball, Inc. Ruling:  A Zero Tolerance 
rule shall be ENFORCED.  This includes heckling or 
razzing players, coaches, or umpires.  The use of profanity 
or abusive language will not be tolerated. Any other act that 
subjects players, coaches, umpires, or spectators to negative 
or hostile comments or actions will not be tolerated.    

 
  COACHES 

1. Warned for a minor offense.  Will have a discussion with 
official of league. 

2. First offense:  Ejected for the remainder of game and 
suspended for the next game. 

3. Second offense:  Ejected and terminated as coach. 
4. All coaches must sign the “Zero Tolerance Form” 

 
  PLAYERS 
   1. Warned by umpire for minor offense. 
   2. First offense:  Removed from game. 

3. Second offense:  Removed from game and suspended from 
next game. 

4. Third offense:  Removed from game and expelled from 
league for remainder of season. 

5. All players must sign the “Zero Tolerance Form” 
 
  PARENTS AND SPECTATORS 

1. Our umpires have been instructed to request the coaches to 
ask their spectators to settle down for minor infractions.  If 
the coach does not comply with this request, the coach will 
be ejected and this will be considered his/her first offense.  
The coach is responsible for his/her team’s fans. 

   2. First offense:  Ejected from game. 
3. Second offense:  Ejected from game plus suspended from 

next game. 
4. Third offense:  Ejected from game and banned for 

remainder of season. 
5. Parent or guardian of players must sign the “Zero 

Tolerance Form” 
 
ANY VIOLATOR EJECTED MUST LEAVE WITHIN 5 MINUTES OR THE 
TEAM THAT THE VIOLATOR IS AFFILIATED WITH WILL FORFEIT THE 
GAME!!! 
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 2. TEAMS 
1. Murray Youth Baseball, Inc. will have 3 age group 

divisions or leagues.  1) Pee-Wee for ages 7 & 8, Minors 
for ages 9 & 10, and Majors for ages 11 & 12. 

 
A. All players will be placed on a team via the pre-

season league draft.  All players must try out.  Only 
the head coach will be allowed to have his child on 
his team roster prior to tryouts.  After tryouts the 
league will hold a “draft” for all players that have 
signed up.  All players will be placed on a team.  
The draft order will be determined before the draft 
going 1 to 10 and 10 to 1 or whatever number of 
teams we are able to fill.  

 
B. Unless otherwise requested by a parent, a brother 

and/or sister combination shall be on the same 
teams if they should fall into a different age 
division. 

 
C. Son/daughter players of managers will be allowed 

to move to the manager’s team or parent team if 
different age division. 

 
D. Prior to the opening of the regular season, the 

Corporation shall establish the number of players on 
each team, with a minimum of eleven (11) and a 
maximum of thirteen (13) on the Minors and 
Majors.  Each team should have approximately the 
same number of players.  All efforts will be made to 
make all teams as even as possible. 

 
E. Not later than seven (7) days prior to the opening 

game of the regular season, managers must register 
the team roster with the name of each player, and 
the number of the uniform each was issued, and the 
name of the manager and the assistant manager with 
the Recording Secretary. 

 
F. Only players on the registered roster of a team shall 

be in uniform and in the dugout. 
 
G. Players younger than 7 years old may petition the 

Corporation to play in the Pee Wee division, but the 
Corporation reserves the right to deny the players 
access if the skill level might lead to an injury.  
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 3. PLAYERS 
 

A. Murray Youth Baseball, Inc. will follow the Birth Chart in 
the Cal Ripken rulebook. 

 
B. To be eligible to play in the current year a player must have 

a league age of: Pee Wee ages 7 and 8, Minor ages 9 and 
10, Major ages 11 and 12.  6 year olds may obtain 
permission to play from the Corporation. 

 
C. Acceptable proof of age is outlined on page 7 of the Cal 

Ripken rulebook. 
 
D. Murray Youth Baseball, Inc. Ruling:  All players must 

have legal residence within the boundaries of the 
Corporation’s boundaries.  After league play begins, the 
player shall remain a player for the duration of his/her 
career, providing that he/she can fulfill his/her obligation to 
the team.  Any player living out of our city boundaries may 
play in our leagues but is ineligible for All-Stars, unless 
grandfathered in by player moving out of boundaries.  

 
E. Team managers shall play each player as follows:  No 

player shall sit out a second inning until all other players 
have sat out.  All substitutions are to be reported to the 
score table at the time of the substitution.  An exception 
may be made for a player who misses two (2) consecutive 
practices without a reasonable excuse; or because of 
discipline or for failure to show up for a scheduled game.  
League official in charge must approve this action before 
the game starts that day.  

 
F. Any team failing to comply with the above rule (#VI.3.E) 

must play that player for the entire next game. 
 
G. Cal Ripken rule 3.17 applies except that no bat boys/girls 

will be allowed within the playing area to include the 
dugout.  This is a safety issue. 

 
H. For all Divisions playing at Liberty League, all players will 

be in the batting order for the entire game. 
 
I. MINORS ONLY:  All players present at the time the game 

roster is submitted will be placed into the lineup as position 
1-10 and designated batters.  At the top of the 3rd inning, 
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designated batters MUST field a position 1-10 for a 
minimum of six (6) defensive outs.  A player arriving after 
the roster has been submitted will be placed at the bottom 
of the roster.  All players will bat the entire game. 

 
J. PEE WEES ONLY:  All of the issues in item V1-3-H apply 

to the Pee Wee division.  The Pee Wee division will also 
place all of their players in the field on defense although 
only the normal fielding positions within the dirt infield 
will be occupied.  All other fielders will play off of the dirt 
infield or in the outfield.  The intent of this rule is to keep 
all the players active at this age and not on the bench. 

 
 

4. FIELD DECORUM 
 

A. The action of players, managers, coaches, umpires and the 
Corporation’s officials will be above reproach. 

 
B. One adult may be used in the coaching box.  The other coach may 

be either an adult or a player with their headgear on.  The adult 
coach may not change coach’s box during an inning.  Intent is to 
keep the game moving. 

 
C. The use of TOBACCO, ALCOHOL, AND NARCOTICS in any 

form and the use of profanity by any person ARE STRICTLY 
PROHIBITED WITHIN THE CONFINES OF THE 4 DIAMOND 
COMPLEX. 

 
1. No smoking, alcohol or narcotics will be allowed in 

or around the snack bar or restrooms, by any 
persons. 

 
D. Whenever there is a dispute over a rule, play or general protocol, 

and the safety of the players is factored in, in any manner, the 
safety of the children will always come first.  

 
 5. MANAGERS 

Becoming a team manager is a privilege.  A background check shall be 
conducted on all of those individuals that wish to become a manager, 
coach, or assistant coach.  Upon a positive result of that screening the 
selection of team managers shall be as follows: 
 
1. Returning managers shall have first option. 
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A. Moving managers, i.e., managers wanting to move from 
minors to majors or from majors to minors, have second 
option as long as there is a vacancy on the parent team. 

 
B. Returning team assistant coaches have the third option.  
 
C. League officers will fill any other vacancies.  Their 

selection should be based on the individual’s qualifications, 
and if all other considerations are equal, lower level 
managers shall have preference.  All vacancies must be 
filled, if possible, before tryouts or a minimum of four (4) 
weeks before the first scheduled game. 

 
D. The team manager shall, at least two (2) weeks prior to the 

first scheduled game: 
  1. Select one (2) assistant manager. 

2. Select a minimum of (3) official team 
scorekeepers and submit names to the head 
statistician.  
A. They must attend the training session 

unless they have been previously 
trained by Liberty League officials. 

 
E. The team manager shall submit a list of players who will 

not be playing in a game, and his reason for their not 
playing, to the official scorer prior to the game.  This list 
must be recorded in the official scorebook. 

  
2. The manager and the assistant manager may not leave the playing 

field at the same time.  One of them must be with the team at all 
times. 

3. All managers will be responsible for all equipment issued to their 
teams, and for the collection and return of such equipment at the 
conclusion of the season, or at the request of the executive board. 

4. All managers will be furnished with a current copy of these 
Bylaws and playing rules before the start of the regular season. 

5. All managers will choose their assistants after the draft or use 
assistants who do not have a son/daughter involved. The intent of 
this rule is to discourage the “raiding” of gifted players before the 
draft to which a team is not entitled by using their father as an 
assistant.  

6. If a team manager lives outside the league boundaries, and has a 
son/daughter of league age, his son/daughter is eligible to play ball 
in the Murray Youth Baseball, Inc.’s leagues.  

7. The Corporation’s executive board must approve the assistant 
manager selected by a team manager.  All managers must be 
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twenty-one years of age by the start of the playing season.  
Assistant managers must be at least eighteen years of age. 

8. All coaches and managers must submit to a background check.  
This check will be done with the utmost secrecy and handled by 
the Murray City Police Dept.  The cost of the background check 
will be paid by the coach. 

9. The Corporation’s executive board must approve all coaches for all 
divisions.  The board has final decisions on all coaches. 

 
 NOTE:  When a manager moves up or out of the league, this does 

not automatically entitle the assistant manager to take over the 
team.  The executive board must still approve him. 

 
6. SELECTION OF PLAYERS 

 
A. Murray Youth Baseball, Inc. Ruling:  Registration of players shall be held 

by April of each year. 
 

B. TRYOUTS shall be held as soon after registration as time permits for all 
players that will play for that season in the minor and major divisions and 
incoming or new Pee Wees.  Returning Pee Wees are the only division 
allowed to retain their team from the previous year. 

 
C. At that time, every player shall be given an equal and fair chance to show 

his/her playing capabilities with other boys/girls of the same age.  It is 
important that all managers be present at tryouts and that each player be 
observed individually under the same conditions.  

 
D. Drafting of new players shall be held immediately after tryouts for all 

players who have registered to play.  Any player that does not try out will 
go into the hat and be selected after all other players who did try out have 
been selected.  These players will be selected from the hat in the draft 
order established earlier for this draft.  

 
E. Through the draft, the players will be divided as evenly as possible as to 

the number of players in each age group on each team.  For example: 
Team A may not have 10 – 12-year olds and 2 – 11-year olds, 
while Team B has only 2 – 12-year olds and 10 – 11-year olds. 

 
F. A player who registers after the draft will be assigned to the team with the 

least personnel.  If all team rosters are equal, lots will be drawn to see 
which team the player will be assigned. 

 
 
 
 

 7



7. DISPUTES AND PROTESTS 
 

A.  Murray Youth Baseball, Inc. Ruling:  Disputes over a ruling on the field 
that is not a judgment call shall be corrected immediately when brought 
to the attention of the umpire.  The President or another executive board 
member shall be present each night a game is played. 

 
B. Disputes concerning these Bylaws or manager disagreements other than 

playing rules will be subject to a majority decision of the executive board. 
 
C. Any disagreement requiring a vote automatically disqualifies any officer 

from voting who is involved in the controversy.  All board members may 
be involved in the protest discussion, but only those not excluded will vote 
to decide the protest outcome. 

 
D. All protests must be submitted in writing, in duplicate, with a copy each to 

the executive board and the manager of the team against whom the protest 
is filed. A protest hearing will be held within forty-eight (48) hours after 
the protest is received. 

 
E. The procedure for playing a game under protest shall be: 

1. The manager will immediately notify the umpire that the game is 
being played under protest. 

2. The manager will notify the scorekeeper who will note the point of 
protest in the official scorebook, and the number of minutes 
played. 

3. The manager will notify the opposing team manager. 
4. If a game is not completed because of a protest, it will be 

continued from the point of the protest.  The same lineups MUST 
be used, and the pitching rule will be in effect for the week the 
game is completed.  

 
8. APPOINTMENTS OR ELECTIONS 
 

A. Appointments for all supporting positions shall be made by the Vice 
President and approved by the Murray Youth Baseball, Inc. Executive 
Board.  Elections may be held if deemed necessary.. 
 

 
 

9. GAME RULES 
 

1. Rules to be followed will be those found in the Babe Ruth/Cal Ripken 
rulebook.  The divisions that are played at Liberty League are those of the 
Cal Ripken age group.  General rules for our leagues such as catcher’s 
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equipment, shoes, etc. can be found under Cal Ripken Division 13 – 15 
Division 16 – 18 Division (Including Prep League). 
 
2. Any changes to these rules will be covered within these Ground 

Rules.  All other situations not covered by these bylaws.  All other 
situations not covered by these Bylaws the Official Babe Ruth/Cal 
Ripken Rule Book shall be considered binding.  

 
3. Murray Youth Baseball, Inc. will follow the rule book suggestions 

and only make up tie games if it will directly affect the final league 
standings. 

 
ARTICLE VII – GENERAL RULES 
 

1. Game times will be set after registration and prior to beginning of season.  
This will be determined by the amount of teams that are required. 

 
2. Each team will be given 10 minutes of infield prior to the game if time 

allows. 
 A. There is no pre-game batting practice except in designated soft-

toss areas. 
 
3. A team may take the field with eight (8) players.  The penalty for having 

only eight (8) players will be by taking an automatic out in the 9th batting 
position. 

 
4. A catcher will wear a protective cup in all practices and games.  THIS 

RULE WILL BE STRICTLY ENFORCED!!  Murray Youth Baseball, 
Inc. encourages all players to wear a protective cup. 

 
5. Bat boys/girls are not permitted.  This is a safety issue. 
 
6. Only the manager, (1) assistant coach, and (1) trainer are allowed within 

the playing field with the team just prior to and during the game.  The 
intent of this rule is so the children on the opposing team are not 
intimidated by a greater number of adults on opposing team than on their 
own.  

 
A. Only the batter, base runner, player on deck, and coaches at first 

and third bases are allowed on the field during the game.  All other 
will be in the bullpen or on the benches, in their dugouts. 

 
B. All of the extra equipment, bags, gloves, balls, boxes, bats, stools, 

etc. shall be in the dugout at all times with no exceptions.  The 
umpire has been instructed to stop play if these items have not 
been removed. 
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7. Once a uniform number has been assigned to a player, it must remain with 

that player for the entire season.  If a change in uniform has to be made, it 
must be reported to the Statistician or the President.  Failure to do so could 
result in forfeit of game.  All team members are to have matching pants of 
the same pant color.  Preferred color is gray.   Pants are to be purchased by 
the player.  The league will not be supplying pants for season play. 

 
8. All scorekeepers must be in place with lineups ready five (5) minutes 

before the start of the game.  Failure to do this will result in forfeiting the 
game. 
 

MANAGERS 
 
 
1. Murray Youth Baseball, Inc. Ruling:  No manager or coach will be 

allowed behind the backstop while that team is playing, except to make a 
change in the lineup.  All managers or coaches must remain on their 
side of the field when the opposing team is at bat. 

2. All managers and coaches are urged to keep the game moving without          
unnecessary delay.  Only the manager, coach and scorekeeper may talk to 
the     umpire during a game. 

 
3. After every game the head coach must come up to the official 

scorekeepers and sign the official scorebook and approve all stats for this 
game. 

A. After the game and books are signed the stats become 
official. 

B. Any unsigned book by the end of that day’s play also 
becomes official and no changes can be made to the 
scorebooks. 

 
  
 PITCHERS 
 

1. Cal Ripken ruling: From the Babe Ruth Rule Book, Cal Ripken 
Division 0.06 PITCHING LIMITATIONS 

 
1. A Cal Ripken pitcher, regardless of age may pitch six (6) innings 

per calendar week. 
 

A. Rule 0.06-1 applies to all games regardless of when played.  
This includes rescheduled and make-up games.  (Rain outs) 

 
B. If a pitcher delivers one (1) pitch in an inning he/she will be 

charged for one (1) inning pitched. 
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2. The calendar week of Babe Ruth Baseball is Monday through and 

including Sunday. 
 
3. A Cal Ripken Baseball pitcher must have two (2) calendar days 

rest between pitching assignments if he pitches in more than two 
(2) innings in any one game. 

 
 (The Babe Ruth/Cal Ripken rulebook does not care about wins 

or losses, it cares about the health and safety of the children 
that we are charged with.  Murray Youth Baseball, Inc. agrees 
that this is the primary concern.) 

 
2. Murray Youth Baseball, Inc. Ruling:  Any pitcher who is removed from 

the game as a pitcher may not return to pitcher in that game unless he is 
the starting pitcher.  He may play any other position and the batting order 
remains the same.  

 
3. An eleven-year old and a twelve-year old major will be required to pitch 

one complete inning or 3 outs per game per week.  A nine-year old and a 
ten-year old minor will be required to pitch one complete inning or 3 outs 
per game per week. 

 
 
4. No more than five (5) pitchers shall be used in one game.  If the starting 

pitcher returns and pitches again he will be counted as an additional 
pitcher. 

 
EXCEPTION:  In case of injury to a fifth pitcher, an additional pitcher 
may be used.  
 

5. Pitching distance for Pee Wees will be 38 feet and 46 feet with the 
pitching machine.  The major and minor leagues will be per Cal Ripken 
Rules. 

 
6. Violation of any section of Cal Ripken rules or amendments to those rules 

by these bylaws may result in protest of the game in which it occurs. 
 

7. The withdrawal of an ineligible pitcher after that pitcher is announced, but 
before a ball is pitched, shall not be considered a violation.  League 
Officials are urged to take precautions to prevent protests.  When a protest 
situation is imminent, the potential offender should be notified 
immediately.  (See protest section of Babe Ruth/Cal Ripken rulebook.) 
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ARTICLE VII – TOURNAMENTS 
 

1. If Murray Liberty League or Babe Ruth League is hosting a Regional or 
World series tournament. 
A. All players wanting to participate in these tournaments must play 

in the respective leagues in the current and prior year to the 
tournament.  

 
EXCEPTION:  An exception to this rule may be made for a player that is 
a new move in to the city and with the approval of the Murray Youth 
Baseball, Inc. Executive Board.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Adopted and approved 1-13-2008 
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